ETERNAL PEACE
(" Der Ewige Friedc " 1795).
IP HE immediate occasion for my writing this essay
L   was the satirical sign of a Dutch inn, representing
a cemetery, with the inscription "'Eternal Peace",*
SECTION I
which  contains the preliminary Articles  for  Eternal
Peace among States..
1.    "No  peace   treaty   shall   be taken   as
such, which has.been concluded with the
secret reservation of the material for a
future war,"
2.    "It shall not be permitted for any state
which exists for itself (small or large, the
same h e r e a p plies t o b o t h) t o 1) e a. c q n i r c d
by   another   state   by   inheritance,   ex-
clrange,  purchase or gift,"
3.    "S tan ding   armies   (inilc-$   per pet tins)
are gradually  to  cease  entirely,"
,For they incessantly threaten other states with war
by the readiness to appear always prepared for it; incite
' them to outdo one another in the mass of the equipped,
which knows no bounds, and while, owing to the cost
* But the real reason was the Peace of Basic of yth April 1703
which, as Kant foresaw, only bore the seed of afresh war in it, Wo
publish only selected portions of the whole lengthy essay, as well as of
the following essays by Kant, (ED.)